Lancet and Ampath — had paid
millions in kickbacks to certain
doctors each year.

Both Lancet and Ampath
were subsequently raided by
the council. An inquiry into
Ampath is still under way

Lancet specialist pathologist
and senior partner Dr G “Hari"”
Hariparsad declined to com-
ment on the admission of guilt
fine.

The practice of paying
doctors a commission — or kick-
back - is considered unethical
in medical circles because it
gives the doctor an incentive to
request pathology tests that are
not medically necessary. It is
also in contravention of eouncil
rules.

However, the practice is so
widespread that medical aids
belonging to the Board of
Healthecare Funders (BHF) have
joined forces to set up a forensic
management unit to fight med-
ical fraud, including the kick-
hark evetam

Park Clinic doctors gmﬁ
receiving kickbacks from a
radiology laboratory They
were ordered to pay the equiva-
lent sum earned in kickbaeks to
the council.

“'Dr Percy 1 M
back R765 153, DrIan pirbe
R265 339, Dr Julian Pr"ddy
R156 792 and Dr Leenard
Nainkin R140 225.

Weinberg, T and
Nainkin were also ordersl to do
community serviece in 1 public
hospital once a W five

years, while Miller wss ordered
to do so twice week¥:. This will

hear o A $ ‘! " '-.
BR&W the Linksfield
doctors' case the Lancet hearing
was notmate public, and coun-
cil registar advocate Boyce
Mkhize fused to discuss the

ciplinary inquiry or paying
admission of guilt fines.

. Sources say they chose to
pay the fines, and the maxi-
mum penalty of R10000 each
was levied - a small sum com-
pared with the punishment
meted out to the four Linksfield
doctors.

Mike Flemming, managing
director of Afrox Healthcare,
which has a 35% interest in
Lancet, said the fine was paid
without any admission of
wrongdoing.

“There’s no admission of
guilt,” Flemming said.

“A R300 000 fine is really a
slap on the wrist relative to the
turnover of that organisation.”

Mkhize defended the coun-
cil’s decision. “Each matter is
considered on its merits, so |
can’t really say they got off
lightly" he said. “It is some
form of penalty, but it doesn't
necessarily mean that if an
individual pays an admission of
ci1ilt fine thev are onilty™



